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SUBMIGSSTION.

153 Avooca Creek Road,'
Linville.

Q.4306.

12th December, 2014.
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SUBMISSION TOs-

i AZericultural Competitiveness Green Paper

. :C/% Asricultural Competitiveness Taskforce,
Department of Prime Mirister & Cabinet,
P.0.Box 6500,
CANBERRA » AuCoTow

GREEN PAPFR PAGE. XU, "The Governmert'®s Plan in the White Paper
Wwill be to support the future of agriculiure.
It must leave a legacy fthat attracts the next
generation ‘of farmers®W. L '

PAGE XI; Hﬂamilg;farmsnarg*fheryest stewards of the
land beczuse they care about maintaining it
For future generations.®

PACE TX. "Farmers' Share has declined from 80-90% in
1900 to 10% or less tofay®.

SUBMISSTON. When properties are being vesumed by banks due to
drought, when they are sold up Government shounld

purchase the property to.cover the Bank's d&bt,
leasing them to the farmers and when the season
turns around , pul the property an the market at

market price to cover Government *a acguisition costs.
. b

TREVOR Nv SPBIS.




"

11 itpgpgPgPIPIPYPIPy“gp 0754248140 D.6

SUBMISSION TO THE AGRICULTURAL éOMPETITIVENESSg Pageié.
GREEN PAPER. (v.p.Burnett. )
OVERVIEW.

PAGE XXX & XXXT. WATER AND NATURAL RBSOURCE MANAGEMENT.

Policy Idea 18. Improving Water Infrastructure and Markets.

{a) Refer also to PAGE XIV - Decline in Capacity of Large Dams. L
Investment in new dams only where no arable land is inundated
as+ “we've got limited amounts of good quality land" {+)
(+) Sir Gordon Comway - refer P.2.)

Policy Tdea 19. Natural Resource Management Tniatives.

{c) The fragmented National: landcare Programms does not warrant
provision of $1 billion over four years, particularly for
» staff who are not actually engaged in projects on the groung.
=
(d) Establishment of aGreen Army"engaged in similar Langcare
> fragmented projects is also not targeted across. the country
$0 arrest the land degradation and encourage carbon storage.
(e) Tirefer:to: a letter written on 28/31/14 to the A.C.F. following
" “the Landcare Conference, in which I express my amasement that
Christianity places so little emphasig on the 4th Commandment
"REMEMBER the Sabbath to keep it holy"
and remembrance of the firat Sabbath when the earth was a Garden of
Bden ~ a world in ecological balance ~ and endeavour. to keep the
injunction of CGenesis "to dress it and to keep it"™. All living
things dress a barren planet but mankind has failed to keep it as
a Oarden of Eden once he ceased 0 be a hunter/gatherer.

(f£) In this coming ANZAC CENTENARY YBAR, Australians have an obligation
to :honour the Ansiace® legacy ~ to BNSURE THE SUSTAINABILITY OF THIS
LA;WJI'HEY FOUGHT T0 PROTECT.

As ¥ark Garnegie suggested on 8% A, in ‘"phe Australian” and at the

Di Gribble Argument at the Wheeler Centre, instead of (4)'Green Army’
the Government shonld establish a CIVILIAN SUSTATMABTLITY CORPS enligting

‘our youth in a gap yvear's service to the Nation znot unlike the military

corps operating in Norway, but achieving a similar reault that President
Roosevelt 's Conservation Corps did in the TPennessee Valley and the

' Mmskingum Conservancy Distriot intthe Great Depression). .

BOR

This would promote a sense of nmational prlde, purpose and dlsclplzne
in young people under the direction. of returning stressed Servicemen
and older redundant employees. Older unemployed people counld ber
engagzed in community services clomer to their homes, in aged care,
disabled care and monitoring children in their early years to read

and later wlth school learning problens.

PROJECTS Prepwration of fire breaks; Pire fightings Thinning nut1Ve f
@ forest regrowth to density proven by GSIRO o be optimum R
for timber and 3P Perennial grasses in the understoreys
Harvesting thinnings for bio-fuel productjion and aviation
fuel envisaged by Boosystem CGhief CGUHIRO Scientist, Dr. John
Raisons Building and operating small plants progregsively
he envisages to0 produce bio—fuelss noxious and invasive
weed coatrol; Native Tree planting around cultivation
perimeters for windbreaks, timber production and wildlifey :
cleaning up flood and fire debris: Matural disaster relief !
and repairss control of exctic animal pests deciminating

wildlife and farmed animals. Lol é
/W; i




11 it *
PIPAPIPIPIPEPIPIgpP 0754248140 p.5

SUBMISSION TO THE AGRI
GRERN PAPER. |{V.D.Burnett} :
" Policy Ttem 5. (b)
conk. - ' Providing Opportunities for farmers to. convert leasehold
i;to freshold. This is unnecessary and umise.
"

pe

(4]

i
£

(and) NO PART OF OUR NATTONAL BSTATE should be sold as "Frechold

-

° OVERVIZH.
Page XXT. COMPETITLC

l:.l:d - our NATIONAL ESTATE.

SULTURAL COMPETITIVENESS Page 5.

eehqlci" pitle is granted "In fee Sim le" not as
ovle helieve it means free T5 g0 whatever with the

rmers and obhers must be educated that it only
overs freedom from paying rental 60 the Orowns but
n oldgen days in Great 3Britain it counld also mean
reedom £rom paying that verdal in fighting men.

%o foreigners -~ only as IEASFHOLD with COVENANTS AS
SET BY THE FOREIGN TNVESTMENT BOARD to protect +he land.
Such a regulation conld be enforced when title is

transferred.

N AND BEGULATION.

Policy Tdea 8. Goul
. incao

Policy ldea G- Whilst
ehould

of thei

RAPING be shown To addres
as lady Cilento wrote as

Mail, ¢
not as:
animale

-

Omega.

OVERVIEW.
Bage XXLLL PINANCE;

d breaches of market power provisions attract higher

me tax rates?

uQouniry of Origin® regulations
learly understand the origin
jmportant that a STAR HEALTH

s the obesitity epidemig; and
nyedical Mother in The Courier—
hildren shouldbe educated that toasted cereals are
natural cereals, nor are poultry, Ffish or other
fad grains not green grass or algae as rich in

‘improvement to
ensure consumers ¢
r food, it is also

BUSTNESS STRUCTURES AND TAXATTON. -

Policy Idea 10.

(é} ~Agricuiture Is a special form of activity,

owing partly to the nature

invested capital. The E . , :
jtural credit be kept quite separate from normal commerciat

> Systems of agricy
",:baﬂKinQ; .

: » Credit should be granted for a
" length of the operati

> It should be grapted ap a LOW

(=1 Lois Tardv. Direster-Gengral of France's Nationa!

" Policy Idea 11.
Fuel Tax: Credi

digoonyiped for W

Iieg'l enigh our

bie in any way with frade and industry, .
n«d length of operations involved, and partly to the rate of yield oo”
RE OF THERURAL SOCIETY ( *f) depends on: - :

fuily, not compara

sufficiently long period commensura‘e with the
jon it is designed to facifitate. -

RATE OF INTEREST.”

Agricultural Bank. A

mpg and Gas enberprisqp n a3 they do not
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SUBMISSION T0 THE AGRICULPURAL COMPETTITIVENESS . Page 4
GREEN PAPER. (V.D.Burnett) age 4.

PAGE XVIIT. BUTLDIRG NEW TRANSPORT INFBASTRUCTURE-

Policy Idea 1. 'I'ranspori; shonld be by rail wherever possible - nof

roads. .-
A Eelboarne d;o Brisbane. fa,s-l: raal coreidor ahould

be a priority, with smaller towns along the route
IR o' Hecentralise population =nd reduce danger of
terror attacks on the majority of Australians.

BRapig developmez:ct of the new Toowoomba Range Fm&d
to access new Toowoomba Internationmal Airport = -

" including access from proposed Mary River é:x.por-b
project which could be jointly funded by Gina
Reinhardt and Government . )

Coastal shipping could handle much more freight if
regular pervices were institubted as in Noxrway -
thus taking more freight from roads up the coast.

Rail could run Prom poxts inland .

A.B.C. programmes should concentrate on Regional
Radio Stations, Chanels 1 and 3 or P.V. {Chanel 2
,be:.ng unnecessary infringement on commercial

programs ) and education of the population on
living stan@ards with puch less emphasis on
electronic mugic and unintelligible lyrics which -
Sir Raphael Cilento- Wa.rned would deaden developing
taenage brains and which vere until resently
banned. in China and Ruasia.

PAGE XTIX. WORETNG WITH THE STATES AND TERRITORIES. FEDERATION REFORM -

Folicy Idea 4. Duplication between Federal and State Government
) ~ (2nd in Queensland since Local Government is no
longer based on LOCALITY. bu‘& on popula.t:.on) muast

ceast.

Policy Jdea 5. Protechipe the resouice bases

Written in 1900, the Auvstralian Constibubion is no .
applicable o present-day Ausiralia with its degraded
lards and increasing popaulationj taking into account
progress in lager surveys and satteliteg, ecqlogy and
biology ani Hechnology,making Federa.tlan Reform

. egsential.
States shounld be re-surveyed as GM'CHMEM' BGWDARIES

< are the NATURAL form of SUBDIVISION, they also sarve

- to form communitier, aiding sooial melusmn nd

. integrated mamagement of matural disastersy and - Qneenslan
and Western Anstralis and even New South Wales shonld he
re-surveyed based @lso on LATITUDE as climatic difference
affect people as well as other creatures and planta.

“SOIL & CIVILISATION” I_zz Etyne hichell

TheCATGHNENTAREAofamrsmenamralm&m
erosion control, and the calchment and drainage aras
. . are alsn A natsal untt of life — a region unified by the
) mMmmhﬂmdbymEMnnaﬁmdihe

Recogrifion of these principles and the welifing of them

mtoone could open the way for perhaps the first really
effort in which-Ausiralians have ever taken par

as 4 people - ﬁlereaeahmofmefatﬁﬁyofmmsoi!and

the creafion of a society in which the Datance between

- aqricutture ard mdustry, city and farm, should be held in
ctwh 2 werv fhat tha whnle Anstralia. e land and Bs
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SUBMISSION PO THE AGRICULTURAL COMPETITIVENESS
GREEN PAPER. (V.D.Burnett)

OVTRVIEH
PacE XV. -

A 5T

0754248140

Page 3.

WPHE GOVERNHENE HAS PRIORITISED AGRTCUL/SURE AS ONE OF THE
FIVB 'PILM‘MOF THE RCONONY FOR GOOD REASON. AGRTIGULTURL.
- »?OOD ON

_IT CONTIWUES TO PUT

HELPED TO BULILD AUSTYRALIA
QOR _TABLESy AND 0 OMY AND

PIVE

RORAL COMMUNIPTIES. : :

AGRICULTURE SECTOR WILL

SUPPORT JOB GREATTION, GROWTH AND

INUBSTMENTY «

s WpHE GOVERNMENT'S PLAN IN THE WHITE

SUPPORT THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE.

PAPFR WILL BE THE
T WOST LEAVE & -

LEGACY THAT ATTRACTS THE NBXT GBNERATION OF FARMERS®.

If FOOD is the BASIC- NEED OF MANKIND why. i€0 st

one of five pillars of the economy which is at

WANTS not NBEDS?

ot fhe priority and not .

pregent devoted to

Phofessor Stuart B, Hil, Schoo of Social Ecolagy & Lifelong Learing, Uriversity of
Westem Sydney, in a paper, “Redesiqn” for Soil, Habitat and Biodiversily Conservation:
~ Ldssons from Ecological Agriculture & Social Ecology, presented to the NSW Healthy -

&51ls Campaign Conference, Sydney, in Aprl 2000 stated:

s&smmmmmmmmmmmuwm

-~ ] weaith of nafons. Mast daclines in civiisation Lroughout history have -

been largely caused by the m and

rmismanagement and subsequent
degradation of the LAND {Centar & Datle 1974, Hyams 4952 and Hilled

1992}

Who amongst us has not at one b’me.or.anc')ther doubted the wisdom of the déwptively
simplistic notion that on-going economic growth can solve our problems? As the

ecological economist Kennéth Boulding remarked:

Youcamnihavemﬁlﬁeux\swnpﬁmmamitgm T only people

wha believe that are erirar madmen or economists.

WWe must keamn from history — as outlined by Professor Jared Diamond in this books,
“Guns, Germs and Steel,” and “Collapse,” — If history is not to.be repeated.

RN

coodn 0t Professor Julian Cibh - states pépulation driven changes

- mmmmmmé@ﬁyw—@mﬁx
- hmetsmzﬂnmypeopiaemyﬁudwwmdmmbammy.
&

it is argued that such changes ace 2t the cost of degradation of ffie Australian

emvironment - the

dﬂ&stumﬁzmwiﬁlﬂneo!destdeplemd‘mﬂs—and o

consumers get food produiced o “quanity ot quallty’, as farmess sirugglo t
mmmmmmmmeqmomemamm

abily fo prodiuce healthy food and bre.”

At fite"Carbon Cycle Forun” at Anmidale in Sgptember 2005, Mr G Giltespié. . - .
- Z NSW Department of Emvironment & Conservation Sustainabiliy, Programs T TR

" Thej -of giotat trado has

fongotiin B camnat exisbuthont foed

heaiihy soll Rkﬁemﬁsddﬁm'mmwmﬂmﬂm

'mmwmhwwmmmwm
amm@mwmmmmmmmmm ]

be. - .

The nation of Japan reliss on 12 millon hectares of bnd, outside is
of this land are in Austratia; which, uirt profound change tzkes place,

_ wib nt be able b maintain its current level of exports in several

generafions.

Evecymmgwedo.emymmemon,reﬁasonmmmﬂyquso%
and its ability to produce. I NSW 70% of tand s affected by al foast
one fom of land ian. In the Numay-Darfing Basin we are
goshggrptoQOOm.mrﬂmEagmmmuallmdmyyearbmadaﬁm

BRSO SEwEP

p.3




11 jtpgpgpgpgPgPgPgPg*gP 0754248140 p.2

~ o, . - T

:
o

SR SSTON $0 AGRIGUMITRAL, GOWPRTITIVENDSS o
GRriY PAPER. (V.B.Burnett)

OVERVIEW. | |

Page %I. = _MFAMILY FARUS ARE THP BEST SIEWARDS OF THE LAND BSCAUSE THET

GARE ABOUT WALNTAINING I FOR FOTURE GENBRATIONST.

Some farmers are good stewards of the lands but of course, farmers need
extension officers to bring them the latest informationy and a capacity
to finance the operation of the farm and repayments if there exists a
reasonable path o purchase or opemate the business, and cover living
costs and childvens' education. They are concerned with survival ahead

of maintaining it for future generations in thig o0ld and fragile land.

" Raj Paelis an economist educated at Oxford, London School of Economics, A
. anil Comme 1l; a former Fellow of Yale and Berkelsy; has worked for the World
E Bank, being intemed at the World Trade Orgemisation, and consulted for the
United Nation in 2009. In *The Vaiue of Nothing™ Patel stated:

o : Woiinfiale e cost of things we can (and oflen should) five

without, whilst assigring absolubaly ro value 1 e resolrmes we
 gincediosuvive., - -

‘On page 174, Patei quoted Buddha's Theory of Value:
. " Not I's abiity.to satisfy a craving, a Gesire or vanily —but (o ©

has been overlocked to-day by a city-centric population wha values wants
above needs & food being the primary NEED, yet farmers ara expected to
meet their capital reguirements whilat University Students are subsidised
+o0 meet their capital - their brains “with no distinction between basic
fisgded courses and higher inccme potentialy. leading the present debate.

OVERVIEW -

PACH XIV.  wygTLST ARPIFICIALLY LOWERING THE EXCHANGE RATSD MICHT
JESIRABLS, WONFTARY POLICY BY THE WESPRVE SANK

TS BASED ARCUND MANAGING THE . FATRE
Why aid bhe Reserve Bank not heed the Nobel Prize-wimning Boonomist{*)
advice to the Wallis BEnsuiry nor the Adjuhct Professor P.D.Jonson,
former Reserve Bank Chief Bconomist to "Tax Capital Flows %o Tame
the Australian Dollar"? {+) Nobel Laureate Professor James Tobin) -*-

pAGE. XIV.  "A KEY ELEMEND IN MERTTNG. THE CHALLENGE.....THE DECLING '
- TN CAPACTTY OF LARGE DAMS SINCE THE 1980s WITHOUT- 4 CHANGE

OF APPROACH IN BUILDING MORE WATER INFRASTRUCTURE'.

Siltation from exploitation of our natural resources is reducing the
storage capacity of our existing dams. The Queensland Governmernt is
conduciing 2 preliminary investigation into potential flood storage
sites aoross the Brisbane River Catchment, above and below Wivenhoe Damy
RN S

=

due by the end of 2014. : | EEA I
In view of the comments of Sir Gordon Cormway (former President U.S. 4.
Rockefellow Foundation and -Chief Scientist ‘of .the U.K. Bepartment for,
International Development' "The world's food production needs %o be

increased by 70 %o 00% by 2050 on the same amount of land and with the

same amount of water , because we've got limited amounts of good quality
1and and weter® it seems illogical that the Queensland Government would

even investizate a dam at Linville which would flood irrigation and farm

land in-a 30" average rainfall belt , whereas a site in Benarkin Forest

on Gooyar Creek rising in the Bunya Mountains (another -hea@waters site under

investiga.tion) would not flood irrigation or farmland or much infrastructure,

could providé downstream irrigation water and be closed off to mitigate
ol LBl tmnoen ka1l . WhITATE mTan makniNiNe Fho vr_o . oA w o
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" RATHBURNIE ESTATE NATURE REFUGE
PhfFax: 07 5424 8140
1166 Mt Stanley / Linville Road
NOT COVFIDENTIAL. Avacavale QLD 4306

Tth December, 2014.

Agricultural Competitiveness Taskforce,
Department of the Prime Minister & Cabinet,
P.0.Box 6500,

CANBERRA. . A.C.Ta. 2600.

Dear Sirs,
SUBMISSION PO THE AGRICULPURAL COMPETITIVENESS GREEN
PAPER. .
OVERVIEW - ;

PAGR. . VILl. "BETTER RETURNS AT THE FARM GATE TO ENSURE A SUSTAINAB
AND COMPEPITIVE AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTURE SECTOR.™

at' the Global Food Forum held in Sydney in March, 2014, many prominent
farmers commented - (+)

(2 }Thes'enormous size and scale of the task ahead of Australia’s
agricultural and farm sectors to increase production by 70% by 20503

(b} The second element missing from the scerario painking the
Fustralian Farming and food scene as world flavour of the
month by others at the Forum was how 10 make returms to
PRODUCERS better and their businesses more profitable or
producers will not increase production if profits are not
there. i

This sitvation was highlighted at the recent Landcare Conference by (44.)
Major—General the Hon. Michael Jeffery (Soils for Life Founder) and
Mark Wootton (Climate Institute President) and also by Sir Gordon
Corway at the China Agriculbural University (ABC RN Breakfast 19/8/14)
DVERVITH « _
PACE IX. WFARWFRS' SHARE HAS DECLINED FROM B80-90% in 1900 to 10%

OR LESS TO-DAY. v ’

(A) This87viablé record (Fig.3.) can anly continue if we achieve
the right balance between BXPLOITING OUR NATURAL RESOURCES for
agricultural production and pFotecting them for long-term
SUSTATNABLE USE.

{(B) To takeiadvantage of our capacity for both robust and
environmentally sustainable development we need o ensure

environmental regulations and processes affecting new
development are based on gcience and not emotion. {++4)

N.F.F. at httpé//hww.nff.org.au "Farm Facts" states Government Suvport
for sustralian farmers represents just 4% of farming income. By comparison
according to the OECD in Korea it is 52%. BU 23%, Canada 17% and USA 9%.

BXPLOITING OUR NATURAL RESOURCES.

The appl;cation of Buropean farming methods to¢ this old and fragile™
continent has degraded our soils, the land and the rivers. This continent
with its variable rainfall, no snow to feed rivers and shallow ancient

80ilg underlaid-with salt was originally euite productive due to soil
biota and humus (carbon) content built under Aboriginal hunter-gatherer

costodians over millennia.
%+)"P'{leekend Australian'Business 29-30/3/2014.
++)"Q*1d. Country kiferl3RS3E%ce.21/11/2014.
(+++) MiL A, Papget 100 ~ Rathburnie. (attached)




