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Introduction:
The Tasmanian Agricultural Productivity Group Limited was formed in 1989. It is the only
single body in the State representing intensive agriculture, fresh and processed food producers
and associated service industries. The Group is entirely funded from member contributions and
is in a unique position as it represents the full range of primary, secondary and related activities
in the agriculture and forestry industries. No other specialist industry body has this vertical
integration of membership. This allows for issues facing industry to be addressed by the Board
who have access, with-in its own membership, to expertise from the continuum of growing,
processing, marketing and their related industry services.
TAPG appreciates the opportunity to continue its engagement with this matter following the
Devonport discussions. We regard this as a high priority policy area for resolution by
government and applaud the effort already made to consult widely through the mechanism of the
regional meetings such as the one we attended.
Due to the sectoral nature of our Board’s composition, TAPG has been able to commission
responses from within its elected Directors that collectively represent leadership, expertise and
experience across the entire spectrum of the industry supply chain including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Representation from Plantation Forestry;
Representation from Primary Industry including Poppy Growing and Processing as
well as Agri-business marketing;
Representation from Agri-business Companies;
Representation from specialised Agricultural Advisory Companies;
Representation from International Vegetable Processing Companies;
Representative from the Fresh Vegetable sector;
Representation from specialised Rural Banking; and
Experienced Scientific Researchers and Collators.
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Response to Consultation Documentation:
The following points list our key concerns that we feel need to be incorporated into the White
Paper that can then achieve priority for both government policy and implementation:
•

Access to International Markets through Free Trade Agreements that provide a level
playing field for our growers;

•

Adoption of a National Bio-security Policy that adopts the concept of “Regional
Differentiation” and rigorously protects these logically created boundaries when
import requests are being considered;

•

Recognition of the disproportionate impact of production input costs in areas such as
energy/labour/freight and the inability of producers to offset the bottom line impact
through price return. If food security is a national good then the costs of attaining it
need to be met by all Australians. A complete review of taxation and subsidies as they
are currently applied to agriculture production is recommended as a means to fully
understand the issue before ad-hoc policy making further compounds what is rapidly
becoming a dire problem;

•

Continuing strong support for red and green tape review as they apply to all sectors of
the community;

•

Adoption of Taxation relief for workers in designated rural areas based on recognition
of economic value to the nation as opposed to simple geographic isolation. This
relatively simple measure alone could significantly “re-power” rural communities.
This consideration could equally be applied to employer based incentives;

•

Priority and incentives aimed at recruitment, renewal, training and retention of the
agricultural workforce must be considered within the matrix of initiatives that will
provide food security in the future;

•

Targeted expenditure within an “industry sanctioned” matrix of priorities for R D & E
programs;

•

Promotion and support for “equity partnerships” across the agricultural investment
landscape;

•

Review and refinement of national drought policy leading to the creation of
universally accepted “trigger points” with resultant “graduated” support programs “on
the shelf” and ready to be fully implemented within an acceptable time frame;
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•

Extension, promotion of, and training in, current technological services in areas such
as weather prediction, soil monitoring, soil management and related matters to
underpin farm management decision making including crop choice; and

•

Review and modernise National Highway policy such that the well- chronicled issues
surrounding Bass Strait are resolved in a manner that improves competitiveness for
Tasmania in both national and international markets.

Conclusion:
The points listed above are considered by our Board to represent a summary statement that we
would be hoping to see reflected in the Green Paper due for release later this year.
Directors look forward to scrutinising this document when it becomes available and will take the
opportunity for more in-depth analysis and feedback that the next step in the consultation process
provides.
Yours sincerely

Jim Wilson
Chairman
16 April, 2014

